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Abstract

The Palestinian people have been suffered at their land from a
successive periods of occupation cascaded; comes one and followed
by another; recently; the final Occupation for the Palestinian lands
is the Israeli occupation; which still perched on the release of the
Palestinian people; robs their homes and their lands.

Gaza Strip has a large share of this suffering because the
continuous military wars from Israeli army that leaves a lot of
suffering for the Palestinian people and their lands.

hence; it was incumbent on the researcher to examine what the
ways which work to increase the steadfastness of the Palestinian
people; and how to mitigate this suffering.

This study discusses the reconstruction after the wars and disasters
that should followed in Palestine in general and in Gaza strip
particular; and what role of UNRWA that must to play it in the
reconstruction especially in the housing sector.

this has great important on the national and humanitarian level at
the present time; where the theoretical concepts for reconstruction
was presented and evaluated in order to get out an integrated
strategy for reconstruction in the Gaza Strip and activating the role
of UNRWA in the field of reconstruction.

This study was mainly based on the methodology on the descriptive
analytical method to gain access to these strategies; as were also
evaluated some of the Housing projects executed out by UNRWA in
the reconstruction process; as were also evaluated the plans that
adopted by the UNRWA especially after the recent war wars in 2008
and the War of 2012; and the played role by UNRWA in reducing
the suffering of Palestinian people after the wars.(This study was
wrote before the 2014 war ).

This study concluded to set of findings and recommendations;
which represented the ground to prepare a strategy for
reconstruction in the field of housing ;where it was to take
advantage of past experiences and evaluate these experiences; in
order to avoid previous mistakes; Promotion of the correct work
and work on putting a special strategies that can through it
activating the role of UNRWA in the reconstruction field based on
these recommendations learned.
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UNRWA'’S Role in Re-Construction in the Gaza Strip
Case Study (Housing Sector)

Abstract

The Palestinian people have been suffered at their land from a successive
periods of occupation cascaded; comes one and followed by another;
recently; the final Occupation for the Palestinian lands is the Israeli
occupation; which still perched on the release of the Palestinian people; robs
their homes and their lands.

Gaza Strip has a large share of this suffering because the continuous military
wars from Israeli army that leaves a lot of suffering for the Palestinian
people and their lands.
hence; it was incumbent on the researcher to examine what the ways which
work to increase the steadfastness of the Palestinian people; and how to
mitigate this suffering.

This study discusses the reconstruction after the wars and disasters that
should followed in Palestine in general and in Gaza strip particular; and what
role of UNRWA that must to play it in the reconstruction especially in the
housing sector.

this has great important on the national and humanitarian level at the
present time; where the theoretical concepts for reconstruction was
presented and evaluated in order to get out an integrated strategy for
reconstruction in the Gaza Strip and activating the role of UNRWA in the field
of reconstruction.

This study was mainly based on the methodology on the descriptive
analytical method to gain access to these strategies; as were also evaluated
some of the Housing projects executed out by UNRWA in the reconstruction
process; as were also evaluated the plans that adopted by the UNRWA
especially after the recent war wars in 2008 and the War of 2012; and the
played role by UNRWA in reducing the suffering of Palestinian people after
the wars.(This study was wrote before the 2014 war ).

This study concluded to set of findings and recommendations; which
represented the ground to prepare a strategy for reconstruction in the field
of housing ;where it was to take advantage of past experiences and evaluate
these experiences; in order to avoid previous mistakes; Promotion of the
correct work and work on putting a special strategies that can through it
activating the role of UNRWA in the reconstruction field based on these
recommendations learned.
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UNRWA'’S Role in Re-Construction in the Gaza Strip
Case Study (Housing Sector)

The importance of Research:

this study discusses the reconstruction strategies after wars and disasters
that should be followed in the Gaza Strip, because the importance of these
kinds of study on the national and humanitarian level at the present time;
also the importance of the role of international organizations working on the
ground, especially UNRWA that considered as the largest of these
institutions and contemporary all the wars and military operations suffered
by the Palestinian people.

On this basis, this study is concerned developing a plan to activate the role
of UNRWA's from fast relief role sometimes to an integrated role in the early
recovery; and designed to make a positive impact sustained on the lives of
1.853 million Palestinians.

in addition what distinguish This study that the researcher is an architect
and participated in many of the shelters and housing and community
development projects that executed via UNRWA , which it makes especially
important to the research where the results and recommendations can be
oriented and guiding the reconstruction plans for the Gaza Strip.

The importance of this study stems from a lack of previous studies that
addressed this vital and important subject, which extends its effect not on
the local experience, but to extend its influence to become a local and
international experience in the reconstruction of the different regions that
suffering from wars and disaster.
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UNRWA'’S Role in Re-Construction in the Gaza Strip
Case Study (Housing Sector)

Research objectives:

1) Highlight on the executed plans from UNRWA in cases of early recovery
and reconstruction after the war and get to know the pros and cons.

2) Find out how much to meet the suitability of these projects and plans to
the needs of Gaza society, especially after the wars; and to know how much
these plans is suitable for to the Palestinian environment (natural and
urban), in addition to knowing how much these plans harmony that executed
via UNRWA with the policy set by the government institutions.

3) Access to plan appropriate standards fit with the UNRWA's role in the
relief and early recovery, especially in the field of housing under the urban
reality of the Gaza Strip.

Research Problem:
Can identify the research problem in important question:

Are the reconstruction plans and interventions of early recovery
achieved the minimum international standards in the field of the
housing sector that used in areas similar to the conditions of the
Gaza Strip.

The research problem can divided to a group of segmentation hypotheses
where the answers considered the desired results extracted from this study:

1) How much is the harmony and integration of these plans with each other
in reducing the suffering caused to the Gaza society; and how much these
plans can integrate and compatible with future development plans?

2) What is the role of international institutions must be do it, especially in
this critical phase of the history of the Palestinian people?

3) What is the role to be played by UNRWA in the field of Re-construction in
addition to the distinctive experience in the Gaza Strip in terms of

participation in the housing sector and some community development
projects?
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UNRWA'’S Role in Re-Construction in the Gaza Strip
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Research Methodology

Researcher depends in this study on the descriptive analytical method to
obtain the information and data and then analyze it and reach out to the
findings and recommendations.

The study depend in the descriptive method to mention wars over the Gaza
Strip in the modern era; and described the facts in each period; also the
study used The analytical method for the analysis of data and through the
relevant data and information gathered by various scientific means; and field
visits to various affected areas.

Then compare the plans and means that have been implemented in other
regions of the world, as well as the questionnaire, distributed and analyzed
to access to local standards are compatible with the environmental situation
and living for the Palestinian people.

Sources of information (information collection methods):

» Infrastructure Department and e development camps (UNRWA).

= Ministry of Public Works and Housing.

= The Ministry of Local Government (Municipalities).

= References, books and special studies related to the subject matter.

= Field visits to projects implemented, which have been implemented to
conduct studies on the ground.

= Meetings with different segments of the officials in various fields.

= Internet information

= Human rights organizations reports.

» Preparation of questionnaires and evaluate the results.

The limits of spatial and Time period of study:

= The research Concentrate on housing projects and plans that have been
implemented in the Gaza Strip by UNRWA (the limits of Spatial).

» The study focused on projects and plans that have been implemented by
UNRWA after the last two wars on the Gaza Strip, (2008-2009) and the
War in (2012) (time limits).
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Chapter one
Gaza Strip..... Characteristics and Data

= The occupation of the Gaza Strip in 1967 after a war of aggression by the
Israeli army.

» The international community recognizes and affirms that the Israeli forces
are occupying force and the Palestinian territories are occupied territory.

= The Israeli Occupied forces have broken a lot of the international laws in
management of the occupied Palestinian territory; in addition in hard
dealing with the Palestinian civilian population.

» The siege policy that implement by the Israeli occupation considered as a
form of collective punishment prohibited from the international law of the
protection of the civilian population in time of war policy.

= Moreover; the Committee against Torture considered the policy of siege
and demolition homes that implemented from the Israeli occupation
forces constitute a violation of Prevention of Torture and cruel and
degrading treatment agreement, and cannot justify the use of this policy
by the Israeli occupation.

Conclusion

Israeli authorities prevent and still prevent the reconstruction
operations in the Gaza and still take the ongoing and gorge blockade
as main means in dealing with Gaza Strip which affected all kinds of
life of the civilian in Gaza.
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UNRWA'’S Role in Re-Construction in the Gaza Strip
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Chapter Two
UNRWA and its Historical Role in the Gaza Strip

= Abandoned the vast majority of Palestinian refugees in 1948 and as a
result of 1948 war; the displacement of more than 750 thousand
Palestinians between the years 1947 to 1949, and remained around 150
thousand Palestinians only in areas that have become dated 15 May 1948
known as the State of Israel.

= The Israeli forces continued displacement the Palestinians refugees from
territories occupied in 1967 and in a lot of regions and in different forms.

= After more than six decades of displacement in 1948, still refugees
displaced from their homes and their property, and continue to seek
justice solution to their cause on the basis of international legitimacy and
human rights.

= UNRWA (United Nations Agency for Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East) was created for the purpose of Palestinian
refugees and relief care and employment, still to this day do its job,
which it has been established.

= UNRWA continues to provide various services (education, health services
and social affairs, infrastructure and the development of camps and
emergency) for the Palestinian community.

Conclusion

Services provided by UNRWA influenced negatively and positively by
the support provided by donor to UNRWA to carry out its duties
towards the Palestinian refugees.
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Chapter Three
Gaza Strip -wars and Natural Disasters

= Gaza Strip has a special status in terms of the multiplicity of natural
disasters or those disasters of man-made as a direct result of the Israeli
occupation.

= Causing the Israeli occupation of Palestinian land the main role in the lack
development and causing to stop the wheel of development in Gaza strip
; through the continuous wars carried that causing a lot of destruction at
various levels and in particular the Housing Sector.

= UNRWA has to do a lot of relief work in the Gaza Strip because UNRWA is
the largest international organization of the Gaza Strip.

= UNRWA worked on activating its relief especially in the Housing Sector
through process of extensive evaluation and comprehensive for each case
in addition; the extent of maturity and type of intervention must be
submitted to each case.

= of several multiple projects and different in the fields of housing,
education, health and in some of the projects in the fields of culture and
the commercial sector.

= UNRWA worked on the implementation of several multiple projects in
different fields like Housing, Education, Health; culture and the
commercial sector.

Conclusion

UNRWA worked to expand and activate its relief message to
accommodate the huge destruction of Palestinian refugees that
affected from the wars or natural disasters in different times
according to the support given to UNRWA from the Donors.
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Chapter Four
UNRWA's Role in the Re-Construction system
Housing Sector

= Services provided by UNRWA and international institutions to the people
of the Gaza Strip influnced to periods of ebb and flow.

= Often the main role of international institutions providing food, basic
materials, medicine and some special medical care after major wars or
natural disasters happened in Gaza Strip.

= UNRWA's role was and still effective in terms of providing services, food
and pharmaceutical, educational and relief in Gaza Strip.

= UNRWA extended its role to include the effectiveness in housing sector,
where UNRWA was providing tents; then develop to provide simple
concrete units; then providing maintenance for the camps; and nowadays
to work on some of the major housing projects in the most affected areas
such as the southern areas of the Gaza Strip.

= UNRWA's role quickly recede gradually as a result of the weak financial
support from donors, as well as the result of a lack of cooperation from
the Israeli occupation authorities to provide the necessary construction
materials for reconstruction of the destruction areas across the Israeli
border crossings.

Conclusion

UNRWA's work in the Gaza Strip is mainly work in terms of providing
services and food and pharmaceutical material, educational and
relief, as well as housing Sector; but; this role is exposed to periods
of ebb and flow depending on the financial support to UNRWA, in
addition to Israeli controlling at border crossings; which controls on
providing all relief materials and construction required for
reconstruction process after the continuous wars and disasters.
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Chapter Five

Procedures and Methodology of the study

The questionnaire
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The researcher prepared a questionnaire about the relationship
between the level of consciousness and the nature of the behaviors
and ways of enhancing the UNRWA in the field of reconstruction.
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Chapter Six
Findings and Recommendations

« Findings concerning hypotheses Researcher
» The first hypotheses

How much is the harmony and integration of these plans with each
other in reducing the suffering caused to the Gaza society; and how
much these plans can integrate and compatible with future
development plans?

= These plans were and still need to continuously develop because almost
these plans affected by the financial support.

» These plans must be activated and continuously developed ; in addition ;
working to provide the financial support to these plans even before the
war or natural disasters happened.

= Plans should be ready for implementation on the ground to reduce the
negative effects of wars or natural disasters.

» The Second hypotheses

What is the role of international institutions must be do it, especially
in this critical phase of the history of the Palestinian people?

= The role of international institutions in terms of humanitarian and relief
work is a relatively weak role compared to the suffering Palestinians in
Gaza Strip.

= Must activate this role and work to develop and increase it to exceed the
existing role so far, further more; working to increase the financial and
moral support to the Palestinian people, especially after wars or natural
disasters.

= Work to provide logistical support for the active institutions working on
the ground.

= Work to raise awareness of what needs to be done to the affected people
;and quick action on the relief and reducing their suffering.
» The Third hypotheses
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What is the role to be played by UNRWA in the field of Re-
construction in addition to the distinctive experience in the Gaza
Strip in terms of participation in the housing sector and some
community development projects?

There is a distinct role implemented by UNRWA; this role must work to
develop and increase its effectiveness and to ensure its continuity and
increase it, and preventing reverse, weakness or reduced this role.

UNRWA is working on the distribution of relief materials and participation
with the governmental institutions on the ground after wars or natural
disasters.

UNRWA should work on the integration of its role with international
institutions and governmental organizations in the development of plans
and strategies that are working to deliver emergency aid to those who
deserve it.

% Findings relating to the assessment UNRWA's work in the field
of rehabilitation and emergency relief in the Gaza Strip

There is a significant correlation between the effectiveness of the process
of assessment the damage implemented by UNRWA after each disaster
and the effectiveness of the relief effort.

There is a significant correlation between the neutrality of UNRWA's work
in the Palestinian territories and the effectiveness with the amount of
credibility in humanitarian work and relief.
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Recommendations

X/

% Recommendations relating to the work of UNRWA in the field of
emergency response and relief after disasters.

Work to improve the factors that affect the emergency preparedness and
response process.

To activate the community participation and awareness on UNRWA plans
and shelter sites more strongly than they are now.

Work on the continued development of the assessment the damage, and
develop in applying the application of modern software systems such as
GIS and satellite systems.

Work on planning of the perfect timetable for the process of emergency
relief and emergency response.

Increase emergency supplies of food and non-food items for distribution
during emergency periods.

Identify specific places to store food aid and in every region of Gaza Strip.
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% Recommendations relating to the work of UNRWA in the field of
Re-construction.

Prepared the necessary schedules to use the best way of the funds
provided for the reconstruction process; in order to meet the housing
needs which has become urgent in light of the demolition of a large
residential homes .

Land conservation and encourage the rebuilding in the same areas that
have been demolished to strengthen the resistance of the people, in order
UNRWA not be obliged to create a new urban communities affecting
negatively on Urban and Regional Planning prepared before for the
planning of Gaza Strip.

Encourage vertical growth of the construction projects taking into
consideration the provision of appropriate services, spaces and green
areas, and to be suitable with the exact number of the affected people.

Storing Data and information in right way and shared with various
departments and relevant institutions that participate in the
reconstruction process.

Promote the participation of the private sector in addition; to work in
ensuring participation of largest number of private companies and
encourage companies to contribute at different stages of the
reconstruction process in order to push the Palestinian economy.

Take advantage of mistakes and previous projects implemented by
UNRWA, in order to correct the path and reach the reconstruction process
to a level that satisfies the Palestinian public and beneficiaries affected by
wars and disasters.

Continue to search for funding sources for reconstruction and get benefits
from the local and international respect of UNRWA.

Working in the continuous development of plans prepared for the process
of reconstruction and discussed objectively with decision-makers and
donors in order to be these plans effectively on the ground.
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